
 
 

CLASSROOM GRANTS 2005 – 2006 
 

 
The Berkeley Public Education Foundation has awarded $176,148 in its 22nd annual 
Classroom Grants. The 232 grants are allocated in direct response to requests from teachers 
at all 17 Berkeley public schools.  
 
This yearÕs grants were particularly impressive. They reflected the impact of effective 
leadership at the District level, fueled by the generosity of Berkeley voters with their 
support of the Berkeley Schools Excellence Project. Schools are creating meaningful long-
range plans and working to achieve their expressed goals. Teachers and principals are 
actively sharing strategies and resources. The School District now has a teacher training 
fund through which educators at all grade levels are honing the skills necessary to reach all 
students in a school population which is among the most diverse in the nation. 
 
We are as grateful to all these teachers, with their ambitious goals and willingness to work 
so hard, as we are to the generous donors who support them. 
 

 Grants by Subject           Grants by School   
 
Arts  $32,103 
Computer Science  $996 
Foreign Language 
  English Learners  $9,230 
History& 
    Social Studies                        $11,014 
Mathematics  $6,288 
Physical Education $4,370 
Reading & Writing                    $34,455 
Science and Ecology                 $40,448 
Special Education  $5,694 
Student &   
    Family Support                      $23,123 
Teacher Support                          $9,427 
 
TOTAL:                                   $176,148 
 

 
Districtwide $  9,805 
Preschools $  1,950 
Berkeley Arts Magnet $  8,309 
Cragmont $  5,030 
Emerson $  5,608 
Jefferson $  4,174 
LeConte $  9,480 
Malcolm X $  3,290 
John Muir $  9,869 
Oxford $  8,128 
Rosa Parks $  9,070 
Thousand  Oaks $10,095 
Washington $10,490 
King Middle $16,701 
Longfellow Middle $11,105 
Willard Middle $  8,971 
Alternative High $  9,133 
Berkeley High $32,175 
Independent Study $  3,205 
Herrick Classroom $     560 
 
TOTAL                   $176,148 
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DI STR I C T-WI D E  

Peter Doering $675 California School Library Association Conference 
 

Suzanne 
McCulloch 

$590 Arts On the Run to the Middle Schools 
 

Suzanne 
McCulloch 

$3,500 Jumpstart in MusicÑ Cazadero Music Camp  
 

Suzanne 
McCulloch 

$500 Jewish Music Festival 
 

Stephen 
Rutherford 

$540 Teaching Smarter, Not Harder 
 

Donna VanNoord $4,000 Early Literacy Plan: Continuing Teacher Training 
 

DI STR I C T PR ESC HO O LS  

Gladys Biscocho 
Rosa Parks 
Preschool 

$400 Cooking and Food Tasting 
 

Nelly Caloca 
Franklin State 
Preschool 

$500 Multicultural Awareness 
 

 
Latrina Rhinehart 
Rosa Parks 
Preschool 

$300 Early Literacy Story and Song Books 
 

Susan Torbohn 
Franklin State 
Preschool 

$750 From the Garden to the Table and Vice-Versa 
 

BER K ELEY  AR TS MA G N ET ELEMEN TA R Y  

Kathryn Dejean $800 After-School All Stars Team Sports Club 
 

Sam Frankel $210 Kitchen Garden 

Carole Goyen $600 Age of Sail Field Trip 

Signe Harnett $350 Anansi Stories 

Charlene Kalagian $225 Visual Thinking Strategies 

Madhuvanti Khare $350 Linking Performance & the Arts with Math & Literacy Learning 

Shaunee Power $550 California Nutrition Network Books 
 

 
Paul Rendon $600 Outdoor Science at Headlands Institute 

David Rosenthal $324 Sixth Grade Social Studies Magazine Subscriptions 

Lorna Skantze-
Neill 

$4,000 School-Wide Counseling & Conflict Resolution Program 

Karen Sudjian $300 ÒRoots to the FruitÓ Intercultural Celebration 

CRAGMONT ELEMENTARY 

Tasha Anestos $400 Classroom Library and Dictionaries 
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Katherine 
Freeburg 

$750 Exploring Animal Adaptations Along the California Coast 
 

Kathleen Guistano $1,000 Chess in the School 

Valerie Gutwirth $700 Master Teacher ProgramÑ Dance and Music 

Nancy King $680 Walk Through the American Revolution 

Jason Lustig $1,500 Cragmont Scholars 

EMERSON ELEMENTARY 

Lucy Ames $500 Art Across the Curriculum 

Robert Chamberlin $658 Edmark Reading Program  

Susan Hodge $300 Building Healthy Lifestyles 

Susan Hodge $800 Gardening Inside & Out 

Danielle Holmes $750 Academic Volunteer & Mentor Program 

 
Kirsten Snyder $810 Living Science Through Hands-on Experiences 

Shawna Mie 
Suzuki 

$890 Reaching and Teaching All Students: Animal Classification 

Jeannie Wang $900 Homework Books 

JEFFER SO N  ELEMEN TA R Y  

Betty Delaney $400 Some People Are Authors 

Sean Keller $500 Environmental Education/Community-Building Camp Out 

Robert Murray $480 Chabot Challenger Experience 

Maggie Riddle $400 From Farm to ClassroomÑ You Are What You Eat! 

Rosemary 
Robinson 

$600 Literacy Centers 

Marguerite 
Talley-Hughes 

$294 Kindergarten Science 
 

 
Beverly Thiele $500 Assembly Pianist for Jefferson School 

Anna Wong $1,000 Morning Assembly Performances 

JO H N  MUI R  ELEMEN TA R Y  

Anne Donaker $400 Story Quilts 

Ann Einstein $320 Field Study at the John Muir House 

Kristine Fowler $204 I Could Be a Paleontologist! 

Marina Franco $250 Asian Art Museum Visit & Storytelling 

Robin Goldman $350 Traveling Around the Globe 

Melia Hong $500 Saving (Ourselves &  Our Planet) For a Rainy Day 

Lisa Jackson $750 Small World Project 

Greg John  $3,000 Mental Health Care for At-Risk Students 

Greg John $500 Rethinking the Lunch Room: Designs for Learning 

Heather Olson $350 Whiteboard Wonders 

Pam Ormsby $245 Introducing Deaf Students to Local Science Museums 

Katherine Roberts $800 GLAD Materials for K-2 Classrooms 

Donna Suzuki $1,200 Our Hands Can Tell the Story, Our Hands Can Make the FoodÑ Sign Language  
Teacher for Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Students 
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Andres Thomas $500 Home Reading Program 

Marlo Warburton $500 Reaping the CurriculumÑ Field Trip to Santa Cruz Farm 

LE CO N TE ELEMEN TA R Y  

Lucy Ames $270 Standards-Based Integrated Art Curriculum 

Cris Barrere $990 Maps &  Child-Friendly History Texts 

Maria Carriedo $300 Art Integration for Spanish/English Language Immersion Class 

Jen Corn $800 Independent Reading Boxes for First Graders 

Jeannie Gee $180 Enhancing Kindergarten Physical Education with Movement & Dance 

Greg Gomez $990 Stacking Chairs for Third Grade Musicians 

Rupert Gopez $400 Books to Encourage Collaboration and Professional Development 

Rupert Gopez $500 Closing the ÒVocabulary and Reading Comprehension GapÓ 

Robin Jew $200 Assisting with Academic Basics 

Julie Little $430 Supporting Best Practices of Inclusive Education 

Awilda Logan $400 A Prompt For a Common Language 

Judy Maynes $500 GLAD to be Reading at Home 

Cheryl Wilson $2,520 Formula for Success: Time to LearnÑ After-School Tutors for First Graders 

Cheryl Wilson $1,000 Le Conte Lamppost: Spanish Translation for School Newspaper 

MA LC O LM X ELEMEN TA R Y  

Ellen Bernstein $640 Improving Student Writing. 

Meredith Gold $1,250 Science and Social Studies Brought to Life! 

Honorine Kelley $500 BrentwoodÕs Farm Educational Field Trip 

Rivka Mason $400 Garden Materials 

 
Jai Waggoner $500 Word-for-Word Performance Troupe 

OX FO R D  ELEMEN TA R Y  

Mary Burmester $1,500 Teaching Writing at Oxford School 

Caryn Chan $500 Empowering Children to Value Themselves, Others, the World 

Rita Davies $600 Ceramics Studio 

Rita Davies $500 Handwriting Across Cultures 

Hali Hammer $450 Buddy Bonding 

Carla Inniss $500 GrandmaÕs Hands 

Katie Johnson $500 Architecture & Berkeley History 

Janet Levenson $1,550 ENTER TO LEARN: Creating Together 

Shay McGilvrey $1,000 The World Around Us 

Chris Nakao $300 Roots & Shoots School Garden 

Jacqueline Omania $500 From Farm to School: Thinking Outside the Lunch Box 

Alison Owens $228 Citizens 

RO SA  PA R K S ELEMEN TA R Y  

Gurjeet 
Ahluwalia  

$300 Learning is Fun 

Ely Amador-
Edelin 

$415 Language Development Through Puppets 

Lynda Arnold $350 i Escuchemos a un cuento! (LetÕs Listen to a Story!) 
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Gretchen Biehl $350 Books to Support Writing Lessons 

Carrie Fehr $200 Cooking/Nutrition Classes 

David Freedman $800 Classroom ÒI Can ReadÓ Take-Home Library 

Kathleen Gadway $1,000 Making Math Real Teaching 

Cheri Hinkley $385 Science + Math + Literature =  Lots of Learning! 

Suzanne Ingley $400 Animals In Your Hands 

Suzanne Ingley $425 Real Kids Doing Real Science 

Suzanne Ingley $390 Science Around Us Every Day! 

Suzanne Ingley $280 Stars in Their Eyes 

Matilde Merello $250 Read, Read and Read Some More! 

Matilde Merello $400 ReaderÕs Theater 

Patricia Saddler $1,100 Bridging the Language Gap 

Patricia Saddler $500 Celebrate Diversity Through Storytelling 

Patricia Saddler $150 Parent Patrol 
Purchases orange vests for parents who are being trained to greet students upon 
their arrival at school as part of a campus safety program. 

Laura Skowronski $875 Facilitated Play Pilot for Autism Program 
 

Jennifer 
Smallwood 

$500 Building a Listening Library 
 

TH O U SA N D  OA K S ELEMEN TA R Y  

Amanda Abarbanel-
Rice 

$875 CookinÕ Up Community and Ecoliteracy 
 

 
Megan Abramson-
Ward 

$1,000 Nosotros Leemos en CasaÑ We Read at Home 
 

Michael Bauce $400 Cooking 
 

Carole Brandmeyer $418 Fast Track for Reading in Special Day Program 
 

Terry Fletcher $500 Promoting Tolerance for Diversity Through Literature 

Liz Fuentes $600 Marin Headlands Institute 

Annette Gamper $200 Games and Puzzles to Support Curriculum 

Connie Jubb $502 Primary Writing Methods for Teachers 

Maria Rosa Keys $3,000 Art in Action in Every Classroom 

Matt Lipner $800 Exploring Life: Planet Bay Area 

Chris Nakao $300 School Garden 

Jesse Ramos $700 Science Fair 2006 

Rebecca Rosen $300 Multicultural Art Supplies 

Sharon Strachan $500 Power InkÑ Fourth Graders Publish their Work  

WA SH I N G TO N  ELEMEN TA R Y  

Jeremy Armes $3,000 Movement and Dance 

Dawn Bail $500 Learning LeadersÑ Leadership for Female Students of Color 

Dawn Bail $195 Using Magazines to Differentiate and Motivate 

Tara Creehan $750 Environmental Yard Project 



 
Berkeley Public Education Foundation/Classroom Grants 2005-2006 

Page 6 

 

Tom Fairchild $200 Sports Illustrated for Kids: Boys Reading Club 

Mindy Geminder $500 Musical Rhythm and Cross-Cultural Creative Expression 
 

Kate Graves $1,293 Leading for EquityÑ ÒBeyond DiversityÓ Training 

Jodi Hardy $300 Our Kindergarten CommunityÑ Class Books 

Rita Kimball $1,652 Mapping the Curriculum and Grade-Level Writing Program 

Marykate 
McGoldrick 

$500 Bridging the Reading Gap for Special Day Class 
 

Hilary Mitchell $300 Team Building Skills with Ropes Course 

Sacha Moustakas $450 Connections &  Motivation Through Quality Literature 

Mary Owens $350 Amtrak Educational Field Trip 

 
Joel Scholefield $500 Support for Project GLAD 

    

LO N G FELLO W MI D D LE  

Joan Brannigan $300 Boosting Reading  

David Ceaser $700 Bike Power 

Jan Davis $1,620 Instrumental Assistant for Malcolm X & Longfellow 

Ruth Dorman $765 Mat Cutter and Printing Press 

Ruth Dorman $1,000 Vegetable &  Fruit Mural for the Cafeteria  

Nydia A. 
Gonzalez 

$1,000 Mexican Dance 
 

Karen Huber $1,000 Microscopes for Cellular Biology 

Alan M. Lee $500 8th Grade Exploratorium Field Trip 

Tina Lewis $1,481 Tutors for Longfellow Stars Extended Day Program 

Mary Patterson $500 Dual Immersion Team Building Retreat 

Mary Patterson $1,000 Yosemite Institute 

Zack Pitt-Smith $750 Longfellow Jazz Band 

Sean Poremba $489 Special Day Class Math & Reading 
 

MA R TI N  LU TH ER  KI N G  MI D D LE  

John Alford-Leaks $500 Mural Design Project 
 

John Alford-Leaks $300 Yoga For Healthy Living 
 

Jay Cohen $750 Solar Cars 

Akemi Hamai $500 Newsletter Translation for Spanish-Speaking Parents 

 
Akemi Hamai $1,000 Pillar Point Tide Pool Trip 

Mikko Jokela $525 Individual Student Anthologies 

Barbara Lind $996 Where is Here?  

Anthony Mason $380 Achievement in Physical Education 

Joy Osborne $2,000 Sixth Grade Outdoor Education: Point Reyes Retreat 

Joy Osborne $429 Literacy Pals 

Kit Pappenheimer $3,250 Positive Minds 
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Patricia Rathwell $1,380 English as a Second Language Tutoria 

 
Julie Searle $225 Family Writing Night 

Jan Sells $608 Enriching KingÕs Counseling Program 

Jan Sells $1,380 Fighting Homophobia &  Bullying in Middle School 

Richard Silberg $750 Two Theater Projects 

Richard Silberg $278 The Art of Andy Goldsworthy at Point Reyes 

Thomas Sinsheimer $450 Poetry Anthology 

Beth Sonnenberg $500 Making School Lunch Part of the Curriculum 

 
Leslie Stenger $500 Wings in the Night: Bat Education Program 

 
WI LLA R D  MI D D LE  

Hannah  
Acevedo-Schiesel 

$950 Positive Behavior Support Project 

Sharon Arthur $525 Health Education Curriculum 

Patricia Bonsall $300 Sustained Silent Reading Library  

Ryan Chinn $383 Scholastic Dynamath 

Joshua Church $710 Phoenix Rising Sports Program 

Jessica Cole $565 Hands-On Science 

Doug Dohrer $750 The Material World 

Jeb Evans $500 Notes to Sixth Grade Self 

 
Debra Hill $600 Lawrence Hall of Science Field Trip 

Sarah Hylas $906 Updated History Alive! Complete Curriculum  

Vana James $582 Understanding Fast Food Nation 

Susanne Jensen $500 Cooking and Nutrition Class 

Myong-Jae Kim $600 Hostel Adventure Field Trip 

Jessica Lee $600 Listening to Literature 
 

George Rose $500 Performing Arts RenaissanceÑ Restoring the School Drama Program 

BER K ELEY  ALTER N A TI V E HIG H  

Paula Argentieri $840 Photojournalism: Access to Writing and Full Self-Expression 

Casey Hunt $2,985 First Science Labs for Berkeley Alternative High School 

 
Kahlil  
Jacobs-Fantauzzi 

$1,500 Images of My Life 
 

Andrea Prichett $1,000 Seeing is Believing 

Mercedes Sanders $1,200 Democratic Education &  Outdoor Experiential Learning 
 

Rosa Schneider $530 School Garden & Nutrition Project 

Larry Stefl $600 Afro Brazilian Drumming 

Jean Whittlesey $478 Supplemental Reading: Current Science 

BER K ELEY  HI G H  
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Masha Albrecht $1,470 California Mathematics CouncilÕs Annual Conference 

Myron Berkman $500 Culture &  Language Exchange: Ropes Course 

 
David Beutel $1,160 Improved Curriculum Delivery 

Rory Bled $500 Berkeley High Organizer Book 

Catherine Brady $1,500 Berkeley High Career Fair 2006Ñ Pathways to Success 

Khanh Bui $240 Math Training for Teacher to Share 

Linda Carr $390 Guest Choreographers Series 

Patrick 
Chamberlain 

$1,000 Digital Pedometer 

Patrick 
Chamberlain 

$500 Good Morning Cafe and Heart Fitness & Nutrition 

Jose Colon $1,000 Technology In the Classroom 

 
Kimberley 
D’Adamo 

$500 Claymation and Photojournalism Projects 

Per Eisenman $3,575 The Reading Lab Using Assistive Technology 

Alexandra Freidus $600 Community Building Skill Development 
 

Tamara Friedman $1,300 LCD Projector: Enhanced Instruction & Teacher Training 

Amanda Green $1,000 Maori Literature &  The Bone People 

Joel Hildebrandt $600 School for Social Justice & Ecology 

Maria Kersey $500 Cameras for Photo Students 

Matthew Kraft $1,400 Life Academy Library 

Jose Navarrete $585 Guest Choreographers 

Eric Norberg $400 Stipends for Guest Artists 

Irma Parker $600 Project Butterfly 

Andrea Sanguine $500 Gas/Reduction Firing 

Doertlis Schultze-
Allen 

$300 Karin GundischÕs Workshop 
 

Jody Sokolower  $768 Dangerous Memory Project 

Vern Spohn $2,500 Biology Lab Supplies 

Miriam Stahl $840 Capture the Image for Critique 

Elisa Stone $1,351 Learning Concepts of Evolution by Analyzing Early Human Skulls 

Kate Trimlett $1,500 Science Department LCD Projectors 

 
Karen Wells $600 Music Mentors for Orchestra &  Band  

Benette Williams $250 Art Posters for French Class 
 

Jordan Winer $2,500 Drama Department Costume Director  

Charles “Shai” 
Wolff 

$600 Berkeley High Chess Team to National Championships 

Glenn Wolkenfeld $1,146 Lab Supplies and Curriculum Development Materials for Integrated Science 

I NDEPENDENT STUDY 

Mary-Louise 
Newling 

$2,000 Project Best (Building Excellence for Students & Teachers) 
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Nancy Silver $413 The Sprout Farm 
Buys wood, screening, and nails to install a spout farm as part of the science, 

Regina Woodard $275 Cultural Mosaic 

Regina Woodard $172 Fringe Media Studies 

 
Regina Woodard $250 A Sewn Curriculum 

Robert Young $95 Accessible, Urban-Subject Literature  

HER R I C K  HO SPI TA L CLA SSR O O M  

Kathleen Van Sandt $560 New Computer with Internet Capability 
 

 


